noD

d ‘ | STATEN VAN SINT MAARTEN
Ingek. 13 AUS 2015
L folgnr. 13]1005] 19=15
The Prime Minister of St. Maarten, [Par. | % ] i
The honorable Marcel F. Gumbs, —

Government Administration Building
Philipsburg,
St. Maarten

|
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Philipsburg, August 12, 2015
Honorable Prime Minister Gumbs,

The declsion to raise the pension age to 62 has been taken quite some time ago by the
government of St. Maarten. This measure was also based on many recommendations to
sustain the general pension fund.

Given this fact, the previous cabinet engaged the unions to come to an understanding regarding
the increased pension age for civil servants. This agreement with the civil service unions was
eventually arrived at.

Cognizant of this fact, many civil servants who are approaching the age of sixty, were
anticipating the increase in the pension age and the possibility for those who are able and
willing, to continue working for 2 more years. This would have been done structurally and
objectively.

It has gone completely quiet on that front and | therefore request you to inform the entire civil
service corps where this matter stands today and what are the prospects for those persons who
currently wish to make use of the pension age increase and work 2 years longer.

| care to add that government's response dated January 26, 2015 to my question on this very
topic, was misleading, to put it mildly. For government to have stated in January that "draft
legislation to increase the pensionable age to 62 was submitted to Parliament” only
unjustly promotes the feeling that Parliament is neglecting its duties as the legislative body for
this country.

| look forward to your prompt response and attention for this matter.
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rah Wescot-Williams, MP
Democratic Party SXM
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