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Government, less than half have received it. Some people will be on the backend
of receiving their food box.

This pandemic has also created opportunities. Some people in the
telecom industry are even working overtime. They|can even work better now

because there is noltraffic. But a lot of people havg lost income (casino workers,
taxi drivers, businesses on Front Street etc.).

The faction further states that the Stimulus plan is only for three months.
After that the Government needs to assess the nedd on a going forward basis.
One of the other problems we face: the budget is glways a projection. The real
challenge is always ensuring that money is there. Generating money is going to
be very difficult. We will have to depend heavily or| the Netherlands. We will
come across as beggars in our own Kingdom. A loa will keep you forever

dependent. There is|a lesson to be learned from this experience we are going
through.

The faction points that we are in a hurricané zone. According to the
predictions and models, we have an active season ahead. 5 to 6 hurricanes are
expected to make landfall between the Caribbean 3rea and the US mainland. We

pray to God that we [are not affected but it is our reality that we have to face and
plan for.

Furthermore, the faction would like clarity tp be provided on whether we
will be receiving a loan or grant and what kind. The decision will be made by the
Dutch Government. We have to deal with not only with the first 3 months but

also the recovery phase. This will depend on cruise ships coming back and planes
full of visitors coming to Sint Maarten.

Government heeds to continue to govern regardless to the circumstances
we are faced with. There is a daunting task for the Ministry of Education to meet
the needs of the school boards, students and teachers. Besides the COVID-19
war, there are still people stuck all over the world because they left to seek
medical care. Law enforcement needs to continue oing its job. Yes it will be on
under challenging circumstances. We need improvement at the prison and in law
enforcement. All these improvements call for invesiment in human capital,
investment in physical infrastructure in investment |n material. We can’t make

investments while we are fighting this invisible war.|The challenges before
COVID-19 will only increase.




A serious focus needs to be placed as well bn the demands within
Government. We see growths that were projected for additional personnel.
Government realizes too that if there is no money|certain things can’t be done.

We need to realize that we are all in this together @nd hence all have to tighten
our belts.

The United Peoples Party faction has the fpllowing questions and
observations.

The faction with interest has taken note of the draft national ordinance
and mentions that I/le are in an extraordinary timel But the faction must point
out that this budget is admittedly one that is not reflective of the current
realities. The faction, however, recognizes and unjerstands the legal need for

passing this budget to ensure that the urgently negded relief can be given to our
people.

Despite that reality, the faction must receivie some commitments from
the Government. When will a more realistic budget be presented to Parliament?

The faction wants to make it very clear that|/the United People's Party’s
support of this emergency measure is contingent :r the Government delivering a

realistic budget that|takes into account the econonjic needs of the people and
businesses still suffering post-Irma.

The faction requests that the budget must thke into account the still
urgent need for housing after Hurricane Irma so that those without proper
homes can finally have a home.

The faction emphasizes the need to improve our Health System to deal
with these challenges as experts predict there will I{kely be a resurgence of
COVID-19 in the future.

The Government must also consider the losd of business and, by
extension, jobs. Hence, the Government must invest more in Destination
Marketing and investor scouting to improve our ecqnomic situation. And, it must
have the necessary ingredients to foster improvemeénts in Social Development
and improve our Education System, from Day Care {o Tertiary Education.

But this present budget must also not be talen lightly.




The faction would like the Government to:

1. Identify a timeline for when the Ministry of Finance will return with a
more realistic "COVID-19" budget;
2. Provide altimeframe for when a mid to Ibng-term economic
development plan can be presented to Parliament as a prerequisite for future
budget approval;
3. Provide a|List of both private and public tonstructions projects

identified by Government, and how Government will facilitate such projects
being fast-tracked with an emphasis on jobs and e ntrepreneurship opportunities
for locals;
4.Get a commitment from the NRPB and Steering Committee to fast track
the projects under them that do not fall under the|auspices of the national
budget, but indirectly have budgetary implications|(more plans could mean,
more economic activity and thus more income for fthe Government);
5. Make a clear commitment that this budget will be able to fulfill the
need for the first phase of the SSRP;
6. Give clarity on what will and what will ndt be used as capital
expenditures, or whether to expect those capital expenditures to be all canceled:;
7. Give assurance to Parliament that passing this budget can provide
much needed funds{to purchase and conduct mass testing in Sint Maarten for
COVID-19;
8. Request that the Minister of Finance hold the Central Bank accountable
for their lack of action in supporting Sint Maarten i its urgent time of need.

The faction mentions that at the start of thik journey, after another
election in the country's short history, no one antigipated that Sint Maarten, and

the entire world, waould be going through such a crisis that has taken so many
lives and crippled the economy globally.

The faction emphasized that the endorsemént of this budget is based on

the need for an emergency solution to the growing|needs of the citizens of our
Country.

The faction informs that this is the time for lis to act boldly and take
charge of our recovery from COVID-19. Decisive degisions will have to lead to
measurable results and improve our decision taking. It should be based on
documented results such as testing, and contact trdcing to ensure that we are
controlling the spread of the virus.
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The people of this country are suffering enpugh and should not have to
g0 through the loss|of their loved ones if it can be bvoided. The needs and

challenges are known; hence these should be met The people should not have
to ask Government for help.

In supporting this budget the faction requelsts the Government to give
some assurances.

The faction wants the Government to assute the people of Sint Maarten
that help is on the way. Businesses that need help,whether large or small, must
get the help they need as long as it goes towards keeping our citizens employed:

e The Government must do everything to prevent mass
unemployment;
The Government must help the people of Sint Maarten ;

The Government must ensure that the front-line workers have the
tools|they need to protect themselves and the rest of our citizens
and win the fight against this pandepnic.

The Government is encouraged to consider|a more holistic approach to
addressing the challenges that we are facing. No mian is an island and we must
understand that we cannot solve these problems ajone.

The citizens of Sint Maarten are commended for being disciplined and
understanding. They should continue practicing sogial distancing to stop the
spread and reduce the number of cases of coronav|rus on the island. The faction
wants to encourage the citizens to protect themselyes and their families.

The faction emphasized that they will not st pp until every man, woman,
and child can walk freely on the streets of Sint Maaften once more. The day will
soon come when we are moving about freely without fear of illness. Our people

must have full assurance that they will get proper medical and financial help in
times of need.

The United St. Maarten Party faction has tHe following questions.

The faction has taken note of the draft and nentions that the budget as it
stands today is in serious trouble and with the seridus loss of income projected
presently at NAFI. 108 million, an increase of expenkes of some NAFI. 124 million
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development in the budget for the ministry, the rebounding strength of the
country, the quality of life to name a few which all|will need some serious capital
financing to execute. How does Government see t nat happening this year?

The faction points to several mentioned it%ms such as sustainable
|

If we are not to truly follow the policies and tasks laid out in the ministry
due to funding, is it now not an ideal time for us tq at least do some lagging
infrastructure repairs like fixing the potholes, resuttfacing where needs
resurfacing, fixing traffic sign boards, fixing guard rpilings etc. using our own
people who are on payroll anyway?

At present there's some USS 15 million dollars projected to clean up the
landfill. Why aren't you making use of locals in collpboration with the Canadian
company who offered to clean up the dump free of charge to Government to
ensure that the Trust Fund and budgetary money stays in the country?

Are any contracts going to be stopped or cut down due to the financial
crisis we are facing presently and will in the future:

How will the|social housing aspect be dealt with going forward and what
is the role for the SMHDF in this matter?

Ministry of Justice

In the policy document there are various aspects that are mentioned like
law enforcement, the fight against crime and the ptevention of such, detention
and the organization. The prison needs to be rebuild. How much if any will be

made available in budget 2020 to ensure we are compliant with human rights
laws?

What additiolual cost will the Government hpve to make to keep the
Dutch police in Sint Maarten until August seeing their term is up in May 2020?

When will the merger of the personnel depprtments of Justice and that
of Government take place to start creating a leaner|Government apparatus?
What are the anticipated cost savings?

The function books and rectification of the Holice payments. How will
such be realized with the budget issues we have? S¢eing the intent of
government to apply salary cuts, maybe we can agrge not to cut the salaries of




those still owed monies and function adjustments|until such is regulated and we
do such post haste.

With regards to high impact crimes one su¢h need is the rolling out of the
improvement program of the National Detective ency. With a possible full
personnel stop, how will such be realized and if wﬂgroll out the program what
would be the finangial consequences?

Hearing about the undocumented people registered at SZV, is it the
intention that the Government will now spend mote time on ensuring that the
laws of the land are|upheld as it pertains to undocymented persons living and
working in Sint Maarten? And if so, can the Goverqment please share the plans

with Parliament and specify which monies will be dedicated to this particular task
and what the role of the border control is in such?

Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth and Sports
The faction notes that various policy aspects are arichored in the strategic plan of
2016-2026 and the National Recovery and Resiliengy plan. What caught the eye

of the faction is the safety and readiness, the curriqulum and the afterschool
programs and the infrastructure.

What is the status of education and how de Government intend to
upgrade it with the serious budget deficit it has, when its priority was also to
enhance the quality|of education?

A priority is to have proper education facilitles and the faction knows that
nearly 3 years later not one school has been addredsed with the millions of
dollars that have been allocated for such. Does GoMernment expect this to

happen and will this|incorporate IT infrastructure t¢ facilitate online schooling?
The needs are clearly visible.

By introducing social distancing and increaseéd sanitary protocols required

as a result of the pandemic, what does Government anticipate the additional
financial cost will be

=l
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The culture pn the island is always second place to everything else in the
faction’s opinion. Until this day we have no monie on the budget nor in the
Trust Fund allocate}; to build a new Cultural centef/dance theater. What is the
Government’s position on such and will the Goverpment be trying to get funds
from the Trust Fund to enhance our culture by us building a much needed Center

for the Arts? This is lan opportune time to rebuild dur country starting by its
cultural roots.

The youths are every politicians favorite wdrd during elections but are the
forgotten ones after the election. The youths are our future but we seem not to
understand such as we don't want to understand them very often and we try to
change them. In Government’s policy the faction sges lots of advancing and
promoting of policies and international agreement} and understandings. What
the faction would like to see is something structurgl to ensure the many that fail
in their educational path can still become someond. The faction is thinking on a
sort of militia where they are paid to become a miljtary and learn a trade at NIPA
specifically when it comes to the following professipns; extra ordinary police,
fireman, coast guard or maritime police assistant, darpenters, mechanics,
electricians so that when you have a calamity you Have capacity to your disposal.
Would the Government support this and ask for quding from the Trust Fund and

maybe we can build|a base for the VKS and have then do the military trainings

beside the educational training? The program should be for a period of between
3-5 years per student.

Daycare is becoming more and more expensive. Is there something that
the Government can do to make daycare, good qudlity daycare, affordable and
accessible to not only those who can afford it at thd moment, but for all who
have children and would want their children to have high quality day care

services and pre-school education? The faction didn't really see this in the policy
elucidation.

Sports in the policy talks about promoting sIorts tourism. How does
Government intend to do such and which facilities are to be earmarked for such?

What are Government’s intentions with upgrading sports in the districts
and making use of our professionals in the field of the various sports we have?

Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labor
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Have any steps been taken to start preparing the island in terms of
marketing and strategy?

And in additjon to tourism, is the Governmeént thinking about new

strategies, new income generating measures, newincome generating industry? If
yes can the Government elucidate a bit not just the type of industries and the
type of business from a micro and macroeconomic point of view, but also
creating an investment climate that is attractive to investments and would

further diversify th economy of Sint Maarten?
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The faction has taken note of the draft. The faction indicates that in this
instance it just has a few comments about the budget, bearing in mind that it is,
in the faction’s general opinion, not a true fiscal pil:ture of the Country’s

i

finances, considering the economic and fiscal realities that have been and will
continue to impact us due to COVID-19.

Ministry of Finance
Could the Minister of Finance share what measures will be undertaken in order
to reduce the budget deficit for the coming years, fonsidering the economic

projections of COVID-19 and what we are awaiting from the Netherlands in
terms of aid?

Ministry of Bublic Housing, Spatial Planning} Environment and
Infrastructure

The faction notes that the post of Beheersdienst/Overwerk for the
Ministry of VROMI implies, as the faction has ment oned in questions sent to the
previous Minister of VROMI, a shortage of personIl. Thus, current personnel

are paid overtime, which is always more than 100% of their hourly rate. The
faction further mentions that VROMI holds two revienue generating
departments, Domain Affairs and Permits. The faction would like to know wh at
efforts are being made to fill these open vacancies |n the Ministry, particularly in
these revenue-generating departments. It may soupd counterproductive to talk
about increasing perisonnel costs and decreasing splending in the same breath,
but the faction is of the opinion that additional huIan resources would improve
productivity, thereby increasing the revenue-generating potential of the
Ministry, which is money that we know we will neel.

of Education, Culture, Youth and Sdorts
The faction indicates that in our most important ministry, the Ministry of

Education, the faction doesn’t see any planned investments that we can really
detect in the budget|and considering the state of thie country’s finances, it will be
difficult to do so. However, the faction has noticed that the office of the
Secretary General has a budget post of 5 million guilders set for 2020, which is an
increase since 2019, but that there is no real elucidation as to what this budget
posting is meant for. So, considering what we have een with COVID-19 on the
technological gaps of several schools, especially the|public schools, is it the plan
then to improve existing programs within these entities with this post?
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The faction mentions that this budget, while reflecting some of what the
reality is, is not in the faction’s opinion, entirely the bigger picture. The faction
further mentions that it is and has been on deck wjth its support throughout this
crisis. The Ministers and the ministries have no shartage of work ahead of them
in the months to come, which the faction is sure they know. But the faction
would like to caution all of the Ministers, to understand that we cannot go back
to business as usual. Business as usual has been a | rge part of the problem. The
faction mentions that hurricane Irma exposed the pinderlying conditions that this
country has been plagued with since, daresay, Hurficane Luis in 1995. COVID-19
has exploited those underlying conditions, and thid faction urges the
Government to take a hard look at what we can d to make sure that these
underlying conditions disappear so that they cannqt be exploited again. While
we look at improving our tourism product and re- ening the airport and the
port, or reopening the country to the world, the fa¢tions cautions that we do not
forget that the only resource that powers this country’s economy is the people.
The faction finds that whether the people speak English, Dutch, Creole, Spanish,
whether they have a Sint Maarten last name or no we have to come to the
realization that if we do not build our people, which we have not been doing , we
cannot re-open the airport, or we can do that, build hotels, build condos and it
would be for nothing, as long as we do not undertake serious measures to
address the social issues that have impacted our communities and that affect our
most precious resource. So, any funds, in the factioh’s opinion, must be
diversified and channeled into those efforts.

Ministry of Tourism, Economic Affairs, Trandport and Telecommunication

The faction mentions that while it understands that we have seen no
tourism activity since March and will most likely seq extremely low numbers until
the United States and Europe fully open up, post-CQVID, this does not really
account for the decline we have noticed in timeshafe tax. The faction indicates
that to its understanding, this amount should stay relatively the same; the tax is
incorporated in the maintenance fees paid by timeshare owners and this charge
is paid in the beginning of the year, whether or not the unit is used. The faction
would like the Minister to please explain this conclusion.

The faction looks forward to the Minister of inance’s planned cost-
cutting measures, which he announced in the meet g yesterday regarding the
stimulus plan. The faction urges the Minister to looK at the examples within the
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Kingdom, right here in the region. The faction star|ds ready to make whatever
sacrifices are necessary to ease the burden of thisicrisis on the most vulnerable
among us and encourages swift adoption of this a1 titude across the board,
through the Government, through the private secfor and beyond.

The United Democrats faction has the follpwing questions.

The faction has taken note of the draft and notes that we are way beyond
the constitutional deadlines for the budget, so ond could ask, why the rush? Do
we not have other more pressing matters to attentl to?

However, the faction is aware that the Government is faced with a May
1% deadline in connection with:

i f Establishing what deficit amount is allowed;
72 What is possible liquidity assistancelfor 2020;
3. And what assistance we can receivelfrom the Netherlands for a

COVID-19 relief program (SSRP).

Given these factors, the faction leaders in Parliament have been
discussing how best to assist the Government in t se endeavors, but at the
same time maintaining the budget right of Parliameént to grant the Government
authorization to manage the affairs of the people. This budget is considered by
some to be a formality, however upon perusing the budget, you will see that
there are some cardinal issues that in the faction’s opinion cannot go
unquestioned.

The Government is asking for parliament ’s huthorization to do a couple
of things: 1) of course to execute the budget, so mgney for Government
operations, but 2) also to contract loans for capital fexpenses, other loans etc. So
we cannot take it lightly! In addition, Government, upon recommendation of the
Council of Advice, has since included, whatever up(to now is possible to include,
of the effect of the Corona pandemic. So some scrutiny by Parliament is
necessary.

The faction would like to receive from all 7|ministries:

1, Their policy priorities. For example for the Ministry of TEATT on
page 49, mention is made of gaming control and cohsumers authority.
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2 Their legislative priorities. For example for the Ministry of VROMI
on page 53.

Ministry of General Affairs

The faction would like to receive a financial list per item in relation to all
SLA’s (dienstverleningsovereenkomsten) Government has.

What is the status of the Pension law with regard to the increase in
pension age?

Can an update be provided on the Integrity chamber? The annual budget
for this institution is approximately NAFI. 2 million| However, only in 2021 50% of
this budget will be at the expense of Sint Maarten.

Where is the NRBP in all of this? How can Rarliament assist Government
in speeding up these projects?

Will Sint Maarten receive any COVID- 19 assistance from the European
Union as part of the|OCTs?

Ministry of Finance

The Council of Advice reported on October 15t on the first version of the
budget and upon receipt of this budget, advised the Government to make some
link with COVID-19, its impact, etc. Government with this budget now has
connected this to COVID-19 stimulus plan.

CFT’s advice Is included, but regards the first version of the budget.
According to the law, Government’s reaction to CF1 should also be included in
the budget presentation. Has Government reacted fto CFT’s advice of February

5'™? Has the CFT received this amended budget? Hgve they reacted and what is
Government’s response?

So what do we do as Parliament, given the o eadline, Government’s
request and Parliament’s responsibility? This budget, to use a CFT’s term is a
“base path”, something from which you move forward, adjusting as you go. The
Council of Advice referred to its “preliminary charadter”.

The faction suggests, taking that into consid pration, if approving the
budget, to cap and te mporize Government’s spending. In addition the faction
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proposes in the budget mandate from Parliament|to make it obligatory for
Government to present Parliament with monthly reports, as is done for the CFT
and monthly reports on the SSRP. Also, Governmgnt has not responded to the
Council of Advice’s|remark concerning”beperken fot hoogst noodzakelijke”.

In this draft|the faction sees many areas for shifting and reprioritizing, but
this will come with budget amendments. That’s why, the Government must, also
in the words of the|Council of Advice, limit its expénses to the most urgent
expenditures. And that’s why the faction believes h mandatory cap is necessary.
Consideration can be given for exam ple an off-thelbat example, the budget for
the law course is at/NAFI. 800.000; Carnival NAFI. 350.00, which are still in the
budget and so there are more.

In the opinion of the faction it does not make sense at this time to

prolong the handlinF of this budget unnecessarily, |but there are pivotal points
that need to be addressed.

By the way, the SSRP attached to the budggt is the April 4th version.

The faction concurs with the Council of Advice and the CFT, that the
budget is very poor|on elucidation.

How can the 4.1 m “projects and activities”| be placed under finance? And
the 67.8 million to SZV (page 22)?

What is the status of the Airport insurance money?
What is Government’s take on the DPO program and its feasibility?

The instruction that was given to Governmgnt in 2015 is hanging out

there. But what are the conditions and has Government suggested to amend it?
How and where is this now (page 8)?

As it relates to the pool of experts which is Iivided over the ministries is
now reduced with 25% to NAFI. 2.200.000. Is this correct? In 2019 it was NAFI.
3.2 million. How is that deduction 25%?

Can the Government explain the NAFI. 142.1 million increase in the
expenditures due to the Stimulus plan to the tune qf NAFL. 258 million.
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Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labor

19



An amount|of NAFI. 17.8 million is reserved for the Medical Centre. What
is this based on?

The policies of the ministry are based on t ne UD/SMCP governing
program. The faction doesn’t think there is nothi g wrong with that. Some
critical items are included and the faction comme]wds the Government for that.
The faction looks forward for Government to get the opportunity to pursue e.g.
the Health Information System, continue commun ity strengthening, a national
health insurance etc.

Ministry of Tourism, Economic Affairs, Transport and Telecommunication

The faction would like to understand the rationale behind the intended
purchase of the BTP building and an annual saving|of NAFI. 500.000.

The faction suggests a larger budget for the Tourism Recovery COVID-19
at the tune of $5 million. | suggest a larger budget for this effort.

The faction would also like to see a grouping of tourism stakeholders and
Government to come with a solid partnered plan. What is the status of the STA?

report can be considered the end repott.

ted at the meeting of the Central Committee of the 25% of April

—

The Repo ?r,

R. Brison
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